
21%
9%

33%

Not Sure, Nothing

being involved in politics
helping disenfranchised groups

1%
1%

1%

Engaging Politically

Accepting of everyone, not being judgmental
Accepting of the beliefs / religious views of others

3%
3%

3%

Being Inclusive

Community outreach, more of an outward focus into community
Community centers, community functions, cleaning up community, 
Beautification of community

5% 6%

3%

Serving the Community

Help the unemployed, help people get jobs
Help people financially (pay bills, financial assistance)
Financial counseling / guidance
Education (English classes, literacy classes, etc.)

7% 9%

5%

Addressing Workplace / Financial / Educational Issues

Counseling services, support groups
Substance abuse / addiction support
Provide support, guidance (general)
Place to go in time of need, emotional help during hard times
Help people get their live back on track / help with lifestyle decisions

10% 11%

8%

Assisting In Recovery

Doing Ministry

12%
18%

6%

Teach Bible, teach people about Jesus, salvation
Provide spiritual guidance, direction

Serving Youth / Families / Elderly

13% 11%

14%

Activities for children/teens in the community / afterschool activities
services for youth (mentoring, teaching, training, etc.)
Help elderly, seniors
Helping unwed, single, teen moms
Provide daycare
Helping children in need
Family activities / outreach to familiesFamily activities / outreach to families

14%
18%

10%

Cultivating Biblical Values

Provide a place to worship
Faith, facilitate spiritual growth
Prayer, prayer meetings

Help needy, care for poor, disabled
Feed the needy, food banks, food pantry
Help the homeless, provide homeless shelter
Provide clothing for the needy
Services for community, social services
Healthcare, medical needs

29%

31%

25%

Addressing Poverty

Adults

Churched

Unchurched

10% 20% 30%40%

KEY:

Many churches and faith leaders want to contribute positively to the common good of their 
community. What does your community need, if anything, that you feel churches could provide?  

Source: Barna Group | OmniPollSM  | Feb. 2011 | N=1,028, sampling error: +/- 3.2 percentage points 
Open-ended query; responses add to more 100% because respondents could offer more than one answer.
barna.org

HOW CHURCHES CAN CONTRIBUTE 
POSITIVELY TO THEIR COMMUNITIES


